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Get in the swing of 
Summer!

 ▷ Seasonal Risk Reminders
 ▷ Parks and Playgrounds
 ▷ Lawn Mower Safety
 ▷ Vandalism Prevention
 ▷ Facility Use and Contract  

 Liability
 ▷ And more!

Questions? Be sure to contact your broker or Clear Risk 
Solutions risk manager today!



Since fireworks displays are a common feature of summer celebrations, it is unsurprising that summer is also 
the most common time for injury and property loss due to fire. We recommend implementing the following risk 
control procedures before any expected firework displays:

• Post signs and notify law enforcement officials of the ban on fireworks for your property.
• If equipped with automatic sprinklers, program them to turn on around the building throughout the day,  
  primarily at dusk.
• Leave interior lights on to give the impression that your building is occupied, which will cause potential  
  holiday revelers to think twice before setting off fireworks on your property without permission.
• If your building resides in an area with a known history of vandalism, trespassing, burglaries, etc., we  
  recommend posting security or additional patrols around the property during firework celebrations.

fireworks

swing gates

Swing gates are a common feature of parking lots, but the dangers they pose when left unsecured can prove fatal. 
Despite this, many people remain unaware of the risks an unsecured swing gate can pose. All swing gate deaths 
and injuries are 100% preventable. Please forward this information to your staff and implement the following 
recommendations to your property and maintenance procedures:

• Gates should always be securely locked.
• NEVER allow gates to swing freely. They are almost impossible for  
  drivers to see head-on and are entirely capable of impaling or 
  dismembering passengers. 
• Carefully monitor access to gate keys to ensure gates remain secure. 
• Spot-check locks daily.
• Paint gates a bright color for better visibility.
• Post signs that clearly state the hours and appropriate use of the gated area.
• Remind staff to be vigilant; if they discover an unsecure gate, they should be trained to either secure it  
  appropriately or notify maintenance personnel immediately, document the incident, and so on. 

It takes a collective awareness and effort to ensure swing gate accidents never occur. If you have any questions 
regarding swing gates or these recommendations, please don’t hesitate to contact your broker or our office.



Parks and playgrounds are crucial community 
facilities, and while they are places for fun and 
relaxation, first and foremost they should be places 
of safety. Each year in the United States, more than 
200,000 children require emergency room treatment 
from injuries sustained on public playgrounds. Now 
is the time to be conducting a complete documented 
inspection of each piece of playground equipment to 
make sure that it is ready and safe for use. 

If you’re not sure where to start, the “Public 
Playground Safety Handbook” published by the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission is an excellent 
resource that offers a wealth of best practices, such as 
the guidelines listed below:

Maintaining a Playground  
(From page 18 of handbook)

A comprehensive maintenance program should be 
developed for each playground. All playground areas 
and equipment should be inspected for excessive wear, 
deterioration, and any potential hazards, such as:

• Broken equipment such as loose bolts, missing  
 end caps, cracks, etc.
• Broken glass and other trash
• Cracks in plastics
• Loose anchoring
• Hazardous or dangerous debris
• Insect damage
• Problems with surfacing
• Displaced loose-fill surfacing
• Holes, flakes, and/or buckling of unitary  
 surfacing
• User modifications

• Vandalism
• Worn, loose, damaged, or missing parts
• Wood splitting
• Rusted or corroded metals
• Rot

How frequently inspections are conducted will depend 
on the type of playground or park, underlayment, 
staffing, and type of inspection. Some inspections 
could be annual, others could be weekly, or even 
daily. We recommend that appropriate inspections 
be conducted and documented consistently, either by 
checklist or other comparable form. Proper inspections 
and documentation are crucial methods of protecting 
patrons from injuries and your organizations from 
potential liability claims. 

Another excellent resource for ogranizations regarding 
public parks and playgrounds is the National 
Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) website, 
which offers many resources as well as certification 
programs for parks and recreation, playground 
inspection, aquatic facility operation, and more.

If you require assistance regarding maintenance 
schedules, documentation practices, or if you’d like 
your facilities inspected, please contact either your 
broker or Clear Risk Solutions risk manager. We have 
several certified playground safety inspectors on staff 
that would be happy to review your facilities and offer 
any additional assistance you may require. 

For more information regarding parks and 
playgrounds with regards to the development of 
COVID-19, please check out the following page on the 
NRPA website.

parks and playgrounds

https://webarchive.loc.gov/all/20181226163848/https://cpsc.gov/safety-education/safety-guides/playgrounds/playground-safety
https://webarchive.loc.gov/all/20181226163848/https://cpsc.gov/safety-education/safety-guides/playgrounds/playground-safety
https://webarchive.loc.gov/all/20181226163613/https://cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/325.pdf
https://webarchive.loc.gov/all/20181226163613/https://cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/325.pdf
https://www.cpsc.gov/
https://www.cpsc.gov/
https://www.nrpa.org/
https://www.nrpa.org/
https://www.nrpa.org/about-national-recreation-and-park-association/press-room/nrpa-statement-on-playgrounds-and-play-structures-during-covid-19-pandemic/


Mowing the lawn is as common hallmark of summer 
as a sunny day, yet just like any other task, should be 
approached with safety in mind. The following tips 
are provided to you courtesy of the North Central 
Educational Service District’s newsletter, “Safety 
Matters.”

Dress Appropriately
Dressing correctly protects staff from both the 
machine, as well as the elements. Staff should wear:

• Long pants & close-fitting clothing.
• Sturdy footwear with good traction.
• Impact resistant safety glasses or goggles.
• Ear plugs or ear muffs.
• Sun protection – hat, long sleeves, sunscreen, etc.

Prepare the Area
While potentially time-consuming, a pre-mowing 
inspection can go a long way towards preventing and 
reducing injuries.

• Injuries and damages, due to projectiles thrown by  
  mower blades, occur more frequently than you  
  may think. Scan for any loose items such as sticks,  
  rocks, toys, sporting equipment, etc., and mow  
  with the chute away from windows when possible.
• Inspect for and mark any immovable objects, e.g.,  
  pipes, partially buried rocks, tree roots, etc.
• Check for bystanders, children, pets, and other  
  vehicles. If others are using the area, consider  
  returning to mow when it’s unoccupied.
• Check for any wet or soggy areas – flag and avoid  
  when mowing.

Pre-Start Checklist
• Inspect all protective guards and deflectors to  
  ensure they are in place and working properly.
• Check fuel gauge. Never fuel a hot mower, as the  
  hot muffler may ignite vapors.
• Before starting the engine, confirm that the  
  transmission is out of gear and the blade clutch is  
  disengaged.
• When using a new or unfamiliar machine, take a  
  test drive to familiarize yourself before engaging  
  the mower blade.

Other Tips
• Document all mower training.
• Require all employees using mowers to read  
  manual and be familiar with all safety instructions.
• Remind employees to stay hydrated; encourage  
  them to carry water bottles while mowing.
• While mowing, take corners slowly. 
• Soft soil and/or wet grass can cause the engine  
  to falter, the mower or operator to slip, or clog  
  the discharge chute. Do not mow these areas until  
  conditions have improved.
• Use extreme caution on inclines/declines.
• Wear any seatbelts or restraints the mower is  
  equipped with.
• Disengage the mower blade when on pavement,  
  sidewalks, or gravel lanes.
• Be aware of your surroundings: ALWAYS look  
  down and behind before going in reverse.
• Never leave a running mower unattended.
• Always allow the mower and all moving parts to  
  come to a complete stop before stepping off. 
• Keep all appendages well clear of all moving parts. 
• Never allow passengers on riding mowers or  
  tractors. 

lawn mower safety

http://www.ncesd.org/
http://www.ncesd.org/


Facility Use Agreements

In the current climate, many events are being 
postponed or cancelled, but these measures will 
not be necessary forever. When event and meeting 
restrictions are lifted, it will be important to consider 
how renting or leasing your facilities, or renting or 
leasing the facilities of others, may create potential 
liability for your organization. Requiring appropriate 
agreements and insurance requirements beforehand is 
a crucial, and often neglected, best practice.

A Facility Use Agreement defines exactly what is 
expected of both parties in a rental or leasing scenario, 
and is an important step in protecting your entity. We 
strongly recommend that agreements include all of the 
following elements:

• Hold Harmless Agreements
• Indemnification Agreements
• Certificates of Insurance naming your entity as an  
  Additional Insured on the renter/lessee’s or tenant’s 
  policy

When you lease your premises to a group or 
organization, require them to provide property and 
liability insurance for the building by contract. We do 
not recommend volunteering to sponsor or operate 
the special events of others, as it would lend your 
organization’s liability coverage to outside parties. This 
can result in serious losses to your entity if injuries or 
damages occur, regardless of who is at fault.

Clear Risk Solutions can assist by providing sample 
agreements, guidance on when contracts should be 
entered into, and what limits to require. A Special 
Events Liability Program is offered on our website, 
which can provide coverage to third parties that do not 
already have the recommended coverages in place.

If you need assistance navigating use of your facilities 
by others, or your use of another facility, please contact 
your broker or risk manager to help determine what 
protections you need.

Contract Liability

Warm weather and sunny skies are optimal 
conditions for completing any contract work on 
your organization’s maintenance list. It’s important 
to consider both the risks and rewards of using 
contractors, however. The majority of contract 
liability can be avoided by requiring indemnification 
agreements and adequate insurance coverage 
from contractors. An indemnity agreement places 
responsibility for safe practices and consequences 
for damages on the contractor. Requiring proof of 
insurance from the contractor ensures a source of 
payment other than your organization’s resources for 
any losses the contractor incurs. When entering into 
contracts, keep the following steps in mind.

Review the Risks and Relationships

Analyze the scope of work involved in the agreement, 
the reputation of the contractor, and the relationship 

facility use and contracts

https://www.chooseclear.com/copy-of-claims
https://www.chooseclear.com/copy-of-claims


that they will have with your organization. Clearly 
defining and adequately describing these items is 
crucial, especially if there are later disputes over who 
exactly was responsible for what. 

Hold Harmless / Indemnification Language

All of your contracts should include language that 
obligates the contractor to defend your organization 
in the event of a loss. It is best to use your own 
contract form with language that has been drafted by 
your attorney, but if you must accept another form 
or negotiate terms always have your attorney or legal 
counsel review and approve any language before 
executing the agreement.

Require Adequate Insurance Conditions

Include any insurance requirements in your initial bid 
or contract negotiation so contractors are prepared in 
advance. Your entity should also request the following 
protections be included in the contractor’s policy:

• Your organization named as Additional Insured on 
   the contractor’s policy.
• States that it will be primary for any claim (with  
  your coverage applicable only after their limits are  
  paid out).
• Includes a waiver of subrogation from the  
  contractor’s insurer in your favor.
• Provided from an A-rated carrier or otherwise  
  appropriate depending upon the size of the project  
  or the type of risk. If you are unsure, or the insurer  
  is not rated, check with your broker. A.M. Best and  
  Standard & Poor’s are common standards for  
  insurer financial stability. 

In addition, you should ensure: 

• The contractor is capable of paying the deductible.
• Require immediate notification if the contractor’s  
  coverage is cancelled.
• Obtain proof of insurance, usually a Certificate  
  of Insurance, naming your organization as the  
  Certificate Holder.

Adjust the Requirements to the Risk

Always obtain adequate protection for your 
organization. Your broker can advise you based on 
their experience and industry trends. Consider long-
term effects of potential incidents that may occur from 
your project, such as reputational damage and future 
loss of revenue, when setting your required limits. 
If you have questions regarding minimum required 
limits, contact your broker or risk manager.

Never enter into a contractual agreement blind to the 
potential risks – keep your organization’s assets safe by 
always implementing the aforementioned safeguards.

Never enter into a contractual agreement blind to the 
potential risks.



Many “brick and mortar” operations are currently 
suspended due to COVID-19. These shutdowns won’t 
last forever, but in the meantime it is important to 
take appropriate steps to mitigate the risk of theft and 
vandalism to your temporarily vacant properties.

Surveillance System
Check to make sure cameras are working properly and 
provide adequate coverage to exterior areas.

Exterior Lighting
Ensure all building exteriors are adequately lit. 
Lights should be regularly checked to ensure they are 
functioning properly and providing sufficient coverage 
to areas where potential break-ins could occur.

Entryways
Windows and doors on ground levels should be 
checked daily to make sure they are secure and 
locked when no one is present. This should be a 
daily inspection made by the last person to leave. It 
is also recommended not to place valuable items like 
computers or electronics near exterior windows on 
ground levels, which could persuade potential thieves 
to target these areas. 

Regular Inspections
During any temporary suspension of operations, we 
recommend weekly walkthroughs of your premises at 
minimum to ensure no property damage, vandalism, 
or trespass has occurred. 

Vehicles
Make sure to secure windows and doors when vehicles 
are unattended. When possible, secure vehicles in 
well-lit areas overnight. Never leave keys or valuable 
personal items in vehicles.

Exterior Features
In addition to regularly inspecting building interiors, 
make sure any outbuildings and exterior features are 
also well-lit, secured, and regularly inspected, such as: 

• Roof access
• Dumpster and recycle areas
• Fields and stadiums
• Bus parking and garages
• Storage sheds
• Maintenance shops

For additional information on how to protect your 
vacant facilities, please contact your broker or Clear 
Risk Solutions risk manager.

vandalism prevention



Resource Promotional:



Service Highlight

Risk Watch: Legal Documents

Please feel free to distribute this publication 
throughout your entity as appropriate, as these 
communications are only sent to our main 

member contacts.

If your mail service has been suspended or is being checked less frequently than normal, please review the 
following recommendations carefully. If you are served with a Summons and Complaint and/or demand, please 
forward a copy immediately to Clear Risk Solutions’ Claims Department for coverage determination:

• Email to: claims@chooseclear.com; or
• Fax to: (509) 754-3406; Attention: Claims Department; or
• Express Mail:  Clear Risk Solutions

   451 Diamond Drive
   Ephrata, WA 98823

Once a copy has been sent, complete the following: 

• Call to confirm Clear Risk Solutions’ receipt of the Summons & Complaint;
• Send a copy to your broker and retain a copy for your file; and
• Do not admit responsibility or agree to pay damages.

Summons and Complaints are extremely time-sensitive. If the documents are not handled properly, serious costs 
could be incurred. Please provide this information to any staff who may receive these types of documents. We 
recommend the procedure listed above be included in your entity’s policy manual.

Don’t forget - our online risk management 
platform, My Risk Solutions, is available to all 
members FREE of cost! Check out our website or 
Contact Patti Ferguson to learn more!

https://muni.myrisksolutions.com/
mailto:Patti%20Ferguson?subject=pferguson%40chooseclear.com

